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Greetings and blessings.
Welcome to this the second instalment of the STAR newsletter.  The last six months have gone by quickly and much has been accomplished with the help of God and our supporters.  We continue to give medicine to our more than 1300 members as well as being able to visit those who are bedridden and in hospital.  We have begun a gardening project to help with the sustainability of STAR and it has made great progress.  An officer from the Canadian Forces is stationed in Yambio and has made contact with our representative in Ottawa and it is probable that they will assist us in drilling a bore hole to supply water for our garden during the dry season – November to March.  We have had our first mini harvest and the outlook for the future looks bright. The team that was introduced to you in the last newsletter has continued to be a great source of strength and encouragement for our people.  Later in another article for this issue I will address three main points but for now let me say that it has not been totally a positive six months.  A very serious accident with our vehicle, thief, and the closure of the “clinic” component of STAR have put a 

damper on things here in Yambio.  Overall the mood is upbeat and with the support of our God and people like you we will grow into the future.  May you know that our God continues to bless each of us in all ways and that all that is necessary to receive God’s gifts that are freely given is for each of us to open our hearts to receive that love.  Again, thank you for your continued support, encouragement and prayer.
(BR BILL CORFORD.) 
Blessings:  strange title for what follows

Over the last six months we have had a few issues that have negatively affected what we are intending to provide and I want to take a few lines to share these with you.  By far the one that is going to have the most long time affect is the cessation of medicine to our members.  Why?  Is the question most voiced and the answer is a mixture of funding, registration of our “clinic” and the need to have the people in positions of authority begin to take responsibility for the care of their own citizens.  During war years no one provided anything so we were able to get away with dealing in medicine without proper qualifications but now things are more regular and all are requested to be registered and since we have neither the person power not the resources to become duly qualified we have begged local authorities to take over our premises freely and to run our “clinic” in the name of the government.  Notice was given six months ago and every two months since then and it is only yesterday when I gave the final notice of closure that “they” reacted and said that this move can not take place.   They have to do something.   Let’s see what happens.

The second issue involves our vehicle.  Two brothers and a worker were travelling 12 hours to Juba to buy material for STAR and the community.  One hour from destination they missed a turn and ended up with the wheels skyward and under three feet of water.  Another miracle for this issue.  The roof of the vehicle was crushed but with very minor scratches only they walked away.  Since the car landed on water the impact was far less than if it had landed on a solid surface so even this very negative episode had a silver lining.  

The third negative happening during these months has been the radical increase in crime in Yambio.  The price of basic goods have risen enormously and the people are desperate for money.  One option is to turn to stealing and two of our motor bikes have been stolen on two separate occasions and under suspicious circumstances.  The second one was two feet from my bedroom door and under lock and key.  The front wheel was secured with a special lock.  They entered my home. Carried a three hundred 200 kg bike three hundred feet and I never heard a sound.  People thank God that I did not wake up because if I did I would have foolishly said or did something and that would have made the matters worse.  So again, there is a silver lining to our misfortunes.  Fortunately, one has been recovered.  We have to pay the police a fair amount of money for their “help” but we have it and they have even implied that if we have more money they might even be able to “find” the other.  What to do?

We continue to have many success stories and even the challenges have a positive angle to them so we ask you to continue to pray for us and to thank our good God for the blessings we have received.   Again, thank you for you care and concern.

(BR BILL CORFORD.)

MY EXPERIENCE.
Greetings and blessings in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  My name is Raphael Anthony Kerembia and I am South Sudanese by nationality and Zande by tribe.  I live and work with the Christian Brothers in Yambio, Western Equatoria State in the new country, the Republic of South Sudan. From the age of 12 to 27 I was a refugee in Central Africa  Republic.  I am the chairperson of a group of people who are HIV positive.  I have been with the group for four years.  Besides being the chairperson I also work with the Brothers in their program to help the more than 1000 members who make up STAR, a support group for people living with the virus.  Only people who are positive can be a member so of course that means that I also am positive.  If it was not for the support, encouragement and acceptance of STAR many of our members would have already died.  Even most of the 300 who have died have been able to live the last few years of their life with dignity because they were members and supported by the Brothers.  Stigmatization and discrimination are two very negative things that hurt a person who is positive but at STAR all members feel safe and welcomed.  There no one is treated with disrespect or judgement. I know this personally because I have experienced it first hand.   I also have benefited greatly from my association with the Brothers and STAR.  By far the worst part of my job is to visit STAR people who are very sick and abandoned by their relatives.  Sometimes we are too late to help them and when we do bring them to the hospital they die quickly and then we have to bring them back to their community for burial.  It is sad to see this happen and I am happy to be part of STAR because I am confident that I will get the support I need before I get too sick.

We are tired of being dependent on outsiders.  We appreciate everything people have done and are doing but we feel it is about time that we started to do some things for ourselves.  We will still need assistance but over the coming years we hope to lessen what we ask for and to build our own capacity somewhat.  At the moment we have purchased a piece of land, 200 x 100 meters, on which we hope to start a garden to supply some of our more sick members with nutritious food.  We plan on having a vegetable garden as well as a part for maize, cassava, groundnuts and beans.

I know that I am infected with a very serious virus but I am also aware that with proper attention I can live my life just like most other people.  I have to eat well and not over work as well as taking steps to prevent re-infection.  The brothers have given me the knowledge and I have a great desire to pass this in to others.  

One of my jobs is to visit people who are too sick to come for help at STAR.  I take sugar, rice and beans to them when we have them and it is these small gifts that are the first step in their recovery.  They can not start medicine until their bodies are strong enough to take these very strong drugs.  Many days I travel with members who are dying to the hospital that is 15 miles away.  The Brothers have a vehicle that carries people who are sick but they also carry people who have died to the home place.  The brothers are always telling us that they could not do any of this work if it were not for their supporters overseas and for them we are so very happy.

(Raphael)
I Survived.

I came so that you my have life and have it in full , this phrase remains in me any moment I remember the accident we had just recently, the accident also brought to my realization that it takes an incident before one realises how precious life is, this happened to me on the 15th of September, when Br Julia’s, Raphael one of our staff and myself started our journey toward juba for business, all was well starting our journey at 7.30am. For the first 8hrs of drive we enjoyed our trip with no major incident until it happened, over the bridge our vehicle rolled into the stream, and the next thing I realized I was under water fighting for my life, God was great that we were able to find our way outside the wrecked vehicle. All our possession were swallowed by the waters but we all had our lives to smile at. My thanks goes to the solidarity of south Sudan especially father Joseph who accommodated us, helped us to toe the vehicle to a safe place and also contacted the insurance company. My seconds thanks goes to the good Samaritans who gave us a lift from the scene to Juba and lastly to all my brothers and sisters who send a word of concern.  Life is a gift so let us make good of it when we still have the opportunity to do so.
(Br George.)
ACKNOLEDGEMENT.

The members of the STAR group would like to take this chance using the newsletter to thank all those who have helped us live this year with dignity.  It is because of your thoughtfulness and encouragement that we have been able to have medicine, food on occasions, workshops that have informed us of how to grow our own food and how to live positively.  There are a number who have contributed with their prayers and moral support and they really are too many to number but we want to thank the following for making this year, 2011, better for us.  More than 25 have died this year from our STAR group but in reality your assistance has made even their passing just a little bit more dignified.  In alphabetically order to avoid any semblance of preference we want to especially thank  CAFOD / CORDAID, Canadian Armed Forces, CHAS, Christian Brothers’ Foundation, CMMB, District leadership of Christian Brothers,  Mercy and Presentation Sisters in Newfoundland, UNICEF and World Vision.  We have received great moral support from Our sister group in Nzara, RAINBOW and from Solidarity for the Sudan as well as from The HIV and \justice and Peace arms in our diocese.  We could not even exist except without the support of the Ministry of Health and the South Sudan AIDS Commission so a word of thanks to them as well.  You may not know us individually but you have made our individuals lives just that much better.  We have little to give in return but we promise two things:  our prayers and our commitment to use our garden to help those of our members who are in a more serious condition than the better off members.  Thank you again and know that our Lord and Saviour is watching over you and will bless you in all ways.  
(Br Bill Colford.) 

Conclusion

At the end of this second issue of our newsletter let me take a few lines to thank, first of all, our God for having protected Raphael, Julias and George from serious injury.  Also, to thank all those who have supported STAR over the last year.  We could not have done anything without your moral and financial assistance so thank you on behalf of more than 1300 members.  At the end of this month, October, we cease to provide medicine to our members and that is going to cause great emotional and physical strain on them so please say a special prayer that sometime between now and then we are able to find a certified practitioner who will continue that aspect of our work.   Again, thank you and please continue to remember us in prayer as we will do so for you.

Bill Colford
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